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influenced the favour into which popular government
grew. It disproved the once universal assumptions,
that no Republic could govern a large territory, and
that no strictly Republican government could be
stable. But at first the Republic became interesting
for other reasons. It now became possible for Con-
tinental Europeans to admire popular government
without submitting to the somewhat bitter necessity
of admiring the English, who till lately had been the
most unpopular of European, nations. Frenchmen in
particular, who had helped and perhaps enabled the
Americans to obtain their independence, naturally
admired institutions which were indirectly their own
creation ; and Frenchmen who had not served in the
American War saw the American freeman reflected
in Franklin, who pleased the school of Voltaire
because he believed nothing, and the school of
Rousseau because he wore a Quaker coat. The other
event strongly influencing the fortunes of popular
government was the French Revolution, which in
the long-run rendered it an object of horror. The
French, in their new Constitutions, followed first the
English and then the American model, but in both
cases with large departures from the originals. The
result in both cases was miserable miscarriage.
Political liberty took long to recover from the dis-
credit into which it had been plunged by the Reign
of Terror. In England, detestation of the Revolution